BAGDAD

I did so love Mother's letter of Jan. 6th with the account of
Xmas doings and I'm only not writing to her this week
because, as I told you, my fingers are worn to the bone !

To H.B.                                                   BAGDAD, January 2-jtb,

.... It has been bad weather and I have done very litde
but work. The horrible annual report can't make the League
of Nations yawn more than I have over it. It's the dullest
thing I've ever written. It's so much more interesting to write
about wicked people than good ones, and the same applies
to States. The better we get the duller we shall be,

Incidentally I have read the enchanting volume of Page's
"Letters to President Wilson." Do you remember when
Lichnowsky accuses the U.S.A. of putting off the evil day in
Mexico, and Page replies " What better can you do with an
evil day than put it off? "

Now do you know, that is what I feel about leaving here.
I simply can't bear to think of it, and I don't. . . .

To F.B.                                                        BAGDAD, $rd March, 1926.

I feel sure you will be glad to hear that I have got the build-
ing I wanted of all others for my museum. After addressing
the Prime Minister in exalted terms, His Excellency came
hurrying into my office, replete with promises. He advised
me to get hold of Ken whose Ministry disposes of Govern-
ment buildings. What could be easier ! I hauled Ken off to
the place and found him the more easy to convince because it
was he who first gave me a secret hint that it might be ob-
tainable and he is now full of satisfaction that his idea has
turned out so well. So we settled it all in half an hour and
to-day its former occupants have almost all turned out, and I
have been settling about repairs, etc. Ken observes with
complacency that the Ministry of Interior, when it oncie gets;
going, Sticks at nothing and indeed I am amazed at tbe ptomgt-
ness with which it has been done. Govdqament offices d*
usually move faSt I am going to lodge the l4tery pf
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